
The text of this book is divided into five parts. The first part outlines 
the fundamental horizons of this topic and the author’s approach to 
it. The second part deals with the transformation of the technical 
and technological aid given by the former Czechoslovakia to the 
war-afflicted Vietnam into the government-controlled relocation 
of apprentices, trainees and workers on a definite-term basis 
(1958–1989). The arrival of new Vietnamese relocatees turned into 
economic migration after 1990. The third part of the book 
characterizes settlement of the Vietnamese ethnic group in the local 
environment of the C. R. after 1990 and tries to define attributes 
inherent in formation of this ethnic group’s specific way of life. 
The fourth part of the book discusses the economic prosperity of 
certain areas along the Czech-German border where the Vietnam-
ese carried on their business. The fifth, final part records the 
process of recognition of the Vietnamese as a national minority 
and its transformation into the principal part of the central European 
Vietnamese diaspora.

A distinctive feature of the presence of the Vietnamese in the C. R. 
is the prevailing customer principle. In relation to the society 
individuals act mainly as customers who buy all kinds of merchan-
dise and services. The customer principle does not apply only to 
merchandise and services but may serve to any immediate 
necessity. This principle have resulted in a situation in which the 
future of members of the Vietnamese ethnic group in the C. R. is 
being bought gradually and this ethnic group transformed into an 
entity that has a tendency to become “state within a state”. There is 
sufficient economic potential for it:
   the Vietnamese have financial resources necessary 
   for their business;
   they have material possessions;
   they play a significant role in the economic 
   sphere of the local environment; 
   recently their economic power has extended both to 
   multinational chain stores and bilateral Czech-Vietnamese trade;
   the Vietnamese arrange a migratory bridge between 
   Vietnam and the C. R.;
   their economic power enables them to build an effective diasporic 
body in central Europe and cooperate with their home country.

Despite all attempts at integration of the Vietnamese population in 
the C. R. the process of ghettoization continues. Even though this 
process is not subject to typical geographic delimitation, it is 
evident there is some – mainly psychological – distance between 
the minority and the majority society owing to the minority’s feeling 
of otherness as well as to its economic self-reliance. It applies 
especially to the first generation of Vietnamese sellers. Presumably, 
the second generation will not contribute to the overall separation of 
the Vietnamese community in the near future.  
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